
419CHAPTER  17  •  Juveniles and Corrections

1899, Cook County, Illinois, enacted legislation providing for a separate court system 
for juveniles, and by 1945, every state in the union had established a juvenile court 
system (Hemmens et al., 2003). These courts combined the authority of social control 
with the sympathy of social welfare in a single institution and afforded judges a great 
deal of latitude in determining how the best interests of the child could be realized. 
The creation of a separate system of justice for juveniles brought with it a set of terms 
describing the processing of children accused of committing delinquent acts that differ-
entiated it from the adult system. These terms reflect the protective and rehabilitative 
nature of the juvenile system, in contrast with the punitive nature of the adult system. 
Table 17.1 lists the terms used to describe each procedure or event, from initial contact 
with authorities to the last, in both the adult and juvenile justice systems today.

  PROCESSING JUVENILE OFFENDERS
Figure 17.4 illustrates the flow of juvenile cases through the juvenile courts in the United 
States in 2013 (Hockenberry & Puzzanchera, 2015). We see that only 55% of the juve-
niles taken into custody (“arrested”) or otherwise referred to juvenile court were peti-
tioned (formally charged). Among those not petitioned, most had their cases dismissed, 
some were placed on informal probation (probation without a formal adjudication 

TABLE 17.1    �Comparing Procedural or Event Terminology  
in Adult and Juvenile Court Systems

PROCEDURE OR EVENT ADULT SYSTEM JUVENILE SYSTEM

Police take custody of offender Placed under arrest Taken into custody

Official who makes initial decisions about entry into the 
court system

Magistrate or judge Intake officer

Place accused may be held pending further processing Jail Detention

Document charging the accused with specific act Indictment or information Petition

Person charged with illegal act Defendant Respondent

Accused appears to respond to charge(s) Arraignment Hearing

Accused verbally responds Enters a plea of guilty, not guilty, 
or no contest

Admits or denies

Court proceeding to determine if accused committed 
the offense

Public jury trial Nonpublic adjudicatory hearing

Decision of the court as to whether accused committed 
offense

Verdict of jury No jury; not public; adjudication 
by judge

Standard of proof required Beyond a reasonable doubt Beyond a reasonable doubt

Court proceeding to determine what to do with person 
found to have committed offense

Sentencing hearing Dispositional hearing

Institutional confinement Prison Juvenile correctional facility

Community supervision Probation; parole if had been 
imprisoned

Probation; aftercare if had been 
confined to juvenile correctional 
facility




